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SECOND DAY ROSH HASHONNA
Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

In the Gemorah Rosh Hashonna we learn that the Books of
Judgement will repoen if a person goes by a Kir Notui, a
tottering wall, or Moser Hadina Oveiru, or if a person
renders judgemen against his friend or Ean B’Tefila, if a
person spends toc much time in prayer. What does this mean?
Why should it be that after the Books of Judgement are closed
on Yom Kippur they can be recpened throughout the year if a
person goes by a tottering wall, if he judges his friend, or
if he spends too much time in prayer? I thought we were
supposed to have prayer, to set standards in the community.
What difference does it make if a person goes by tottering
wall? The answer to these questions, in my mind, are found

in the Torah portion that we read this morning.

In this Torah portion we read about the binding of Isaac.
Abraham thought initially that G-d had commanded him to
sacrifice his son. Only at the last minute does he learn
that this is not what Gl-d wants. The urge to sacrifice is a
very powerful urge in a human being. Many people worhsip
will power. Will power, though, then just becomes another
idol. They always are constantly challening themselves to
push the the limits of what they are able to do. G-d does
not want foolish sacrifice. Doing things that challenge
nature or challenge our own abilities for no reason is
foolish and most certainly sacrificing other people for your

goals is a sin. Abraham stifled his compassion in order to
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sacrifice his son. This took great will power, but G-d said
He does not want this. Abraham lifted up his eyes and he
saw "behold there was a ram in back" which can also be
intepreted as "another force" which was entangled in a

thicket. Zvag in Hebrew can also mean "complicated."

Life is too complicated to be solved by sacrifice. Many
times in this world we judge people by devotion and
dedication, but you can be a devoted and dedicated person and
be a totally evil person. Hitler was a dedicated, devoted
person but probably the most evil person that ever lived. He
was a vegetarian, he loved gods, he did not fool around with
other people’s wives, he never book a penny from the State.
All his income he derived from the sale of his book, but he
was a terribly evil man. Kohmeini today is probably a very
pious man, but he did not flinch sending hundreds of
thousands of teenage boys to be mine sweepers to charge
across mind fields exploding them so his army could advance.
He was willing to sacrifice the lives of countless teenagers

to further his so-called religious goals.

this is what the Communists did when they let thousands of
peasants die for the sake of the common good. Pursuing goals
can lead to great evil. The Nazi stormtroopers were devoted
and dedicated and willing to give their lives for Hitler.

Passing by a tottering wall brings G-d’s judgement.

We say Teshuva Tefila Tzedakeh Mavirin Esroah Hagazera.
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Teshuva, prayer, and charity avert the evil decree. We must
know how to adequately answer the challenges of life. That’s
what Teshuva means. We must not let our zeal and devotion
cause us to commit great horrors. Sacrifice must lead to
life, not death. Suffering for no reason is not the Jewisy
say. A woman once told me, "Rabbi, if my husband gets well I
promise I wil never wear my jewelry again." I said, "What
kind of a promise is that? You must think we have a very
crual G-d if He will let you suffer. If you said if you
husband gets well you would give your jewelry to the por then
you would have done a Jewish form of sacrifice. You would
have done something that helps people, something that leads

to life."”

The altruistic impulse is not always a good impulse if it
leads just to sacrificing others or for a person to
needlessly suffer. Life is to complex to say that, "Every
time I sacrifice I am doing the right thing.” Sacrifice is a
tottering wall. It can come down on you unless you judge it
correctly. Our responses to life must be based on more than

Just sacrifice. They must be sacrifices which lead to life,

not death.

Tefila, prayer, does avert the severe decree. This is the
antidoe for the person who casts judgement on his friend.
When people are far from judgement we should bring thm close.

We should invite them to the synagogue and have them worship
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with us. We should invite them to our homes. We should not
ostracize the. if we do not, then the Books of Judgement
will reopen against us. The rabbis tell us also if we engage
too much in prayer then also the Books of Judgement will
reopen. Prayer is, of course, right as long as it is not

considered a substitute for action.

The question is asked, why did G-d create atheism in His
world? The answer is so that when a poor man comes and asks
a rich man for help, the rich man should not say, "Of course,
I will help you. I will pray for you.” The rich man instead
should act as if ther is no G-d, and he should take the money
out of his pocket and help the poor man. Prayer is no
substitue for physically helping another person, both with
financial resources and words of comfort. G-d helps those

who help themsleves and who help others.

The Book of Judgement is open when we become hard hearted.
That’s why at the end of this Torah reading after Abraham was
told that not all sacrifices are good, we learn the little
eipsode about how he maintianed contact with his family. His
family did not share his values, but he did not castigate
them and cast them out. He maintained contact with them. He
alsc did not just content himself with praying to G-d for his
family. He helped them physically whenever they needed it.
Today we must remember to never sacrifice others, to maintain
our goals, to include others and not exclude them, and to

always extend a helping hand when needed.
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I am reminded of the story they tell about a man whose
daughter got married, and he gave his son-n-law half his
business. First he put him in the shipping department. All
the packageds went to the wrong place. Then he put him into
the sales department. The sales went way down. Then he put
him into the billing deparmtent. All the bills went to the
wrong place. he took him in his office and said, "What’s
wrong with you? What can I do with you?"” The son-in-law
said, "I will sacrifice. Buy me out.” We must learn how to
sacrifice corectly for life. We must learn that not all
devotion and dedication isx good. It must be for good causes

to be good and must further life and not death.




